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their sterns high, like geese, and their necks gracefully
curved.

They rise rather awkwardly, running to get a start,
and fly with the long neck, and legs outstretched all
in one line, making them look like a stick on wings,
Their style of wing-beat is like that of a goose, and like
geese they travel in "skeins."

Their voice is also a goose-like cackle or gaggle, and in
captivity they seem to be always getting up two-penny-
half-penny arguments, with much gesticulation of heads,
gaping of bills, and erection of their long back-plumage ;
but nothing ever comes of all the noise; at any rate I
never saw two Flamingoes fight. A trick very charac-
teristic of Flamingoes is the frequent flapping of the
wings, in which habit again they show a resemblance to
the geese.

Their ways when nesting, are, however, peculiarly their
own. They breed in flocks, and scrape up a small hillock
of mud in the shallow water, and place their eggs on the
top, sitting down on them in the ordinary way ; although
for a long time they were supposed to build a regular mud
stool and stand astride it. Only two eggs were laid, white
in colour. The young are active when hatched, and
have a straight beak at first; clothed first in white down,
they fledge off into a plumage absolutely unlike that of
the old birds, both sexes of which are similar, though the
cocks are larger.

Flamingoes are found almost ail over the world in warm
and temperate regions, and do not migrate far. Only six
species are known, and of these two only are found in
India, and those chiefly as visitors.